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Pegah means light before sunrise.
IOM partners with local NGOs to introduce the faces of migrants living in Georgia and the challenges 
they encounter, benefits they bring, their achievements, and their hopes and dreams. This time, 
we present Pegah – an Iranian woman who lives in Georgia. The aim of the initiative, implemented 
under IOM’s EMERGE Project and funded by the Ministry of Foreign affairs of Norway, is to raise 
awareness on the rights of migrants and counter xenophobia.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mM0RIClYP08
https://georgia.iom.int/EMERGE
https://www.facebook.com/IOMGeorgia
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5wWFqcdy-nfd-3sWEjmpnQ
https://www.Georgia.iom.int


IOM GEORGIA NEWSLETTER

Under the Auspices of the UN 
Network on Migration, UN Engages 
Georgian Civil Society Organizations 
in Discussion on the Global Compact 
for Migration

The President of Georgia Opens IOM’s Diaspora Economic 
Forum

“The year 2021 will be the year of the Network 
operationalization: its ambitious 2021 plan includes a 
series of GCM-related events and initiatives.”

-Sanja Celebic Lukovac, IOM Georgia Chief of Mission  
 Read more here.

On 27 February, IOM Georgia, together with the 
Administration of the President of Georgia and 
State Commission on Migration Issues (SCMI), 
organized a Diaspora Economic Forum with EU 
support. The Forum provided an opportunity 
for the Georgian diaspora to participate 
and receive comprehensive information on 
opportunities for doing business and investing in 
Georgia, means of accessing financing, available 
business development support programmes, 

and services offered by State and non-State 
actors.  The President of Georgia, Ms. Salome 
Zourabichvili, opened the forum and stated that 
“now more than ever, solidarity is necessary to 
overcome the present situation. It also changed 
our priorities, at least temporarily. But we must 
learn to turn this crisis into an opportunity. If 
we work in unity, Georgia will benefit from the 
reconfiguration of globalization that will come 
out of the pandemic.” Read more.

https://georgia.iom.int/news/under-auspices-un-network-migration-un-engages-georgian-civil-society-organizations-discussion
https://georgia.iom.int/news/under-auspices-un-network-migration-un-engages-georgian-civil-society-organizations-discussion
https://georgia.iom.int/news/iom-georgia-hosts-diaspora-economic-forum-support-economic-advancement
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NEWS
Women in Leadership: 
Achieving an Equal Future in a 
COVID-19 World

IOM marked International Women’s Day by 
highlighting the stories of fascinating Georgian 
and foreign migrant women living in Georgia. 
Click here to read the stories.

With support from the U.S. Department of 
State: Bureau of Population, Refugees, and 
Migration, IOM Georgia has assisted vulnerable 
migrants with housing, food, and hygiene kits. 
The majority assisted in Adjara Region are 
women from Uzbekistan, Russia, Kyrgyzstan, and 
Ukraine. Considered the primary breadwinners, 
many of these women feel obliged to stay in 
Georgia until the pandemic ends and the borders 
reopen to start their business and send some 
money home.

IOM Georgia Assists Vulnerable 
Migrants with Support from 
the U.S. Department of State

On 25 February, IOM conducted a training 
course on the detection of falsified and 
counterfeit Greek travel and ID documents for 
the benefit of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of 
Georgia. Read more.

On 4 March, a Greek specialist from Athens 
Airport Police Division guided his Georgian 
colleagues through all the details of entry 
requirements, required documents that visa-
free passengers must have with them, the 
consequences of overstay of the visa-free 
window of 90 days, and COVID-19 related 
restrictions. Read more.

IOM Georgia’s activities, aimed at enhancing 
border management and migration governance 
in Georgia, are funded by the European Union.

Greek and Georgian Border 
Control Officials Discuss Visa-
Free Travel

https://georgia.iom.int/news/women-leadership-achieving-equal-future-covid-19-world
https://georgia.iom.int/news/iom-conducts-%E2%80%9Ctraining-course-greek-documents%E2%80%9D-benefit-ministry-internal-affairs-georgia
http://www.informedmigration.ge/en/media/news/greek-and-georgian-border-cont
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IOM Georgia Stays Connected with Migrants during COVID-19
In the time of COVID-19, IOM shifted to online communication with migrants, still ensuring in-
depth consultation provisions (including via live sessions) and even more dynamic news updates 
regarding entry and exit regulations. With the support of the EU, IOM Georgia continues to use 
simple, informative videos and social media to raise awareness of Georgian nationals about safe 
migration. Under the Norway-funded EMERGE Project, IOM manages the Migrants in Georgia 
Facebook group and keeps foreign migrants informed about relevant rules and regulations, especially 
during the pandemic.

IOM Supports Georgia’s Efforts towards Temporary Labour 
Migration of Georgians in Germany

On 15 February, Georgia started registration of 
its nationals for temporary labour migration to 
Germany. With EU support,  IOM works with 
the Government of Georgia for the successful 
implementation of this initiative by spreading 
information, producing information materials, 
and responding to the questions of interested 
individuals.

https://georgia.iom.int/video/migrants-rights-are-human-rights
https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.informedmigration.ge/permalink/1001935250334538
https://georgia.iom.int/news/government-representatives-discuss-latest-euschengen-visa-free-travel-developments-during-iom%E2%80%99s
https://georgia.iom.int/news/government-representatives-discuss-latest-euschengen-visa-free-travel-developments-during-iom%E2%80%99s
https://www.facebook.com/rights.ge/videos/1342747692758620/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.informedmigration.ge/permalink/1001935250334538
https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.informedmigration.ge/permalink/1001935250334538
https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.informedmigration.ge/permalink/1001935250334538
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MIGRANT STORIES
In the time of COVID-19, IOM Georgia is raising awareness against xenophobia and promoting 
diversity through migrant stories, highlighting challenges faced by migrants and benefits they 
bring to their own and to host communities.

Maia is a mother of two. When she left for 
Greece in 2004, her children, 9 and 10 years 
old at the time, stayed behind with their 
grandparents. Initially, Maia’s plan was to work 
abroad for two years, but she ended up staying 
in Greece for 16 years. She returned home 
with IOM’s support and started a cattle-
breeding business. Full story.

Between January and March 2021, IOM 
supported the return of 375 Georgian nationals 
from Germany, Greece, Austria, Switzerland, 
Belgium, Netherlands, Poland, Finland, Czech 
Republic, and Ireland. Among them, 233 persons 
received reintegration assistance in the form 
of small business start-up, medical assistance, 
vocational trainings, employment support, assistance with accommodation, livelihood and financial 
assistance to cover immediate needs, as well as reception assistance.  

Story of Maia (age 51), Returnee from Greece

Repatriation of Citizens of Georgia during COVID-19
On 11 March 2020, the World Health 
Organization declared the outbreak of 
SARS-CoV-2 as a global pandemic, engaging 
countries across the globe to fight the invisible 
enemy. This video outlines the efforts of the 
Government of Georgia, IOM, and the EU to 
ensure gradual and safe return of Georgian 
nationals stranded abroad amidst the closed 
borders and restricted mobility. Watch it here.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgeorgia.iom.int%2Ffeatured-stories&data=04%7C01%7CLGOGOTISHVIL%40iom.int%7Cbb9bffe7651343c7834308d8e85870af%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637514813828351010%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mYbRpv3jDIWkMEyvuKz%2BXIRlVjeMENaWwX2FqzQsJwE%3D&reserved=0
https://georgia.iom.int/stories/covid-19-faces-migration-%E2%80%93-story-maia-age-51-returnee-greece
https://georgia.iom.int/video/repatriation-citizens-georgia-during-covid-19
https://georgia.iom.int/video/repatriation-citizens-georgia-during-covid-19
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Folab, 42, has been living in Georgia with his 
wife, Frida, for eight years. Folab is the pastor 
of the Nigerian Protestant Church in Tbilisi, 
the “Holy Church of the Open Christians.” 
Frieda is a doctor by profession and studies at 
the Medical University. During COVID-19 the 
church provided food and other necessities for 
those who could not afford to leave the house. 
Full story.

Between January and March 2021, with the 
support of the European Union, IOM assisted 
56 foreign nationals, among them three victims 
of trafficking in human beings. Thirteen stranded 
and undocumented migrants from Bangladesh, Jordan, and Somalia (2 each), Benin, Cote d’Ivoire, 
Guinea, Haiti, Moldova, Morocco, and Uzbekistan received IOM support in obtaining emergency 
travel documents from their embassies that cover Georgia from abroad. Forty-five stranded 
migrants returned voluntarily with IOM assistance to Iran, Bangladesh, Pakistan, India, Kyrgyzstan, 
South Africa, Uzbekistan, Cameroon, Egypt, Guinea, Jordan, Moldova, Morocco, and Somalia.

Story of Folab (age 42), Migrant from Nigeria, Living in Tbilisi

See what life is like for Bhala and Bhumika in Kutaisi.
There are more than 500 Indian students in 
Kutaisi, and 370 of them study medicine at 
Akaki Tsereteli State University. The majority 
of students leave the country after completing 
their studies. IOM works with the Tolerance 
and Diversity Institute, a local NGO, to support 
media capacity-building on migration reporting, 
raise awareness of the Georgian public on the 
rights of migrants, and counter xenophobia.

IOM Georgia activities are funded by:

https://georgia.iom.int/stories/covid-19-faces-migration-story-folab-age-42-migrant-nigeria-living-tbilisi
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ndXogRMCAY

