
HIGHLIGHTS

On 27 September 2021, IOM invited its partners and national stakeholders to present new surveys conducted among 
returned migrants in Georgia and discuss innovative approaches to migrant reintegration and efforts to foster linkages and 
synergies between reintegration and sustainable development programming in the county.
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Dear partners and friends: with this issue of IOM Georgia’s newsletter, we bring to you our 
major achievements and most recent publications from July to September of 2021. 

New Approaches to Reintegration of Returning Migrants in Georgia

IOM stays connected with migrants in Georgia 
through social media, keeping them informed about 
COVID-19 and all migration-related matters. In close 
cooperation with the Public Defender’s Office, IOM 
was the first to provide its 3,000 group members 
with the most recent information on COVID-19 
vaccination opportunities and procedures.

https://georgia.iom.int/news/new-approaches-reintegration-returning-migrants-georgia
https://www.facebook.com/IOMGeorgia
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5wWFqcdy-nfd-3sWEjmpnQ
https://www.Georgia.iom.int
https://georgia.iom.int/news/new-approaches-reintegration-returning-migrants-georgia
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Workshop on Polish Entry Requirements for 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia

NEWS

On World Anti-Trafficking Day, IOM Puts Labour Exploitation of Children in Georgia  
in the Spotlight
With the use of social media increasing during the times of COVID-19 due to lockdowns and economic hardships, traffickers 
have an even better chance to reach potential victims. On 30 July 2021, IOM marked World Anti-Trafficking Day with its 
multi-media campaign.

On 21, 23, and 24 September 2021, an Official from the 
Border Guard of Poland met online with 84 border control 
officers from the MIA Patrol Police Department representing 
all three international airports (Tbilisi, Kutaisi, and Batumi) to 
discuss visa-free travel from Georgia to Poland. On 30 July 2021, IOM installed posters at several billboards 

and bus stops in Georgia’s major cities of Tbilisi, Kutaisi, 
Batumi, and Telavi to raise awareness on forced begging.

https://georgia.iom.int/news/world-anti-trafficking-day-iom-puts-labour-exploitation-children-georgia-spotlight
https://georgia.iom.int/news/workshop-polish-entry-requirements-ministry-internal-affairs-georgia
https://georgia.iom.int/news/workshop-polish-entry-requirements-ministry-internal-affairs-georgia
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IOM Conducts Training About 
Implementation of Modern Technologies to 
Optimize Fight Against Sexual Exploitation
Speaking to Georgian law enforcement representatives, a 
Dutch expert shared special examples of using modern 
technologies, programmes, and applications to fight online 
sexual exploitation. Representatives of Georgian law 
enforcement structures used this opportunity to discuss 
challenges they are facing in implementation and use of 
modern technologies.

French and Spanish Police Investigators Share Insights with their Georgian Colleagues on 
Combating Irregular Migration
Two specialized police investigators from France and Spain travelled to Tbilisi to engage with their Georgian colleagues from the 
Criminal Police and the Prosecutor’s Office on how to deal effectively with the operations of organized crime that are behind the 
facilitation of illegal stay in EU Member States for third-country nationals.

On 29 September 2021, IOM ended its English Language 
Courses for the Patrol and Tourist Police of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs (MIA) of Georgia. The course focused on the 
language structures that will be applicable to MIA staff’s daily 
work when interacting with foreign nationals residing or visiting 
Georgia.

IOM conducts English Language Courses for 
the Patrol and Tourist Police of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs (MIA) of Georgia

IOM placed MigApp banners in the main airports and 
border check points in Georgia to promote migrants’ 
access to comprehensive information on travel and stay in 
Georgia. With the Migration Translation Application (MITA 
App) now available for the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
officers, IOM hopes that border officials will be better 
equipped to efficiently communicate with migrants when 
no direct interpretation is available.

https://georgia.iom.int/news/iom-conducts-training-about-implementation-modern-technologies-optimize-fight-against-sexual
https://georgia.iom.int/news/iom-conducts-training-about-implementation-modern-technologies-optimize-fight-against-sexual
https://georgia.iom.int/news/iom-conducts-training-about-implementation-modern-technologies-optimize-fight-against-sexual
https://georgia.iom.int/news/french-and-spanish-police-investigators-share-insights-their-georgian-colleagues-combating
https://georgia.iom.int/news/french-and-spanish-police-investigators-share-insights-their-georgian-colleagues-combating
https://georgia.iom.int/news/iom-conducts-english-language-courses-patrol-and-tourist-police-ministry-internal-affairs-mia
https://georgia.iom.int/news/iom-conducts-english-language-courses-patrol-and-tourist-police-ministry-internal-affairs-mia
https://georgia.iom.int/video/migration-translation-app
https://georgia.iom.int/video/migration-translation-app
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21 stranded migrants returned voluntarily with IOM assistance to Benin, Cote d’Ivoire, Egypt, Haiti, India, 
Islamic Republic of Iran, Morocco, Russian Federation, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan.

11 stranded and undocumented migrants from Algeria, Bangladesh, Benin, Cote d’Ivoire, Haiti, Russian 
Federation, and Turkmenistan received from IOM pre-departure cash assistance and support in obtaining 
emergency travel documents from their embassies that cover Georgia from abroad.

MIGRANT STORIES

Story of Elguja (Age 49) – returnee from Greece.

Elguja lives in the village Tetritsklebi (Kakheti region) with 
his daughter and 84-year-old mother. He worked in the 
construction field for many years, but the income was not 
sufficient. So, Elguja made a difficult decision to leave his family 
and went to Greece. He thought it would be a safe choice, as 
Greece and Georgia have similar cultures and traditions. Read 
more.

Between July and September 2021, with the support of the European Union, IOM assisted 32 foreign 
nationals, among them one victim of trafficking in human beings.

SMUGGLING OF MIGRANTS IN GEORGIA: A 
REVIEW OF THE EVIDENCE BASE

IMMIGRANT INTEGRATION POLICY AND 
PRACTICE IN GEORGIA 

REINTEGRATION OUTCOMES AMONG 
RETURNEES IN GEORGIA 

PUBLICATIONS

That’s it for this issue. We will be back with 
more updates in three months.

— IOM Georgia Team

IOM activities are funded by:

Story of Jonas – young businessman from Belgium, who found 
his comfort zone in Georgia.

Jonas Shaik is a 25-year-old man from Belgium who started his 
own business in a Tago village of Khulo townlet. Jonas arrived 
in Georgia as a tourist and had been travelling around the 
country for 3 weeks. After visiting Imereti, Svaneti, and Batumi, 
he chose Tago village, which is connected with Khulo townlet 
by cable car. Read more.

https://iom.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d4fa597accaf2bb948ef01cd&id=7cd9cdcaee&e=a9efb261d2
https://iom.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d4fa597accaf2bb948ef01cd&id=7cd9cdcaee&e=a9efb261d2
https://georgia.iom.int/stories/covid-19-faces-migration-%E2%80%93-story-elguja-age-49-returnee-greece
https://georgia.iom.int/stories/covid-19-faces-migration-%E2%80%93-story-elguja-age-49-returnee-greece
https://georgia.iom.int/sites/georgia/files/publication/Smuggling%20of%20Migrants%20in%20Georgia_IOM%20report_September%202021.pdf
https://georgia.iom.int/sites/georgia/files/publication/Smuggling%20of%20Migrants%20in%20Georgia_IOM%20report_September%202021.pdf
https://georgia.iom.int/sites/georgia/files/publication/Integration%20Study%20ENG.pdf
https://georgia.iom.int/sites/georgia/files/publication/Integration%20Study%20ENG.pdf
https://georgia.iom.int/sites/georgia/files/publication/IOM%20Covid%20Appeal.pdf
https://georgia.iom.int/sites/georgia/files/publication/Brief_Reint%20Outcomes%20study_final.pdf
https://georgia.iom.int/sites/georgia/files/publication/Brief_Reint%20Outcomes%20study_final.pdf
https://georgia.iom.int/sites/georgia/files/publication/Brief_Abroad%20in%20times%20of%20COVID-19.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncNq8UJyVNM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncNq8UJyVNM

