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IOM is committed to the principle that humane and orderly migration benefits migrants and society. As an intergovernmental organization, IOM acts
with its partners in the international community to: assist in the meeting of operational challenges of migration; advance understanding of migration
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Foreword

“Stories Untold: Return of Georgian Migrants in Photos™ features personal accounts of Georgian migrants who returned to their home country after
their time overseas and rebuilt their lives in Georgia with the support of the International Organization for Migration (IOM). Their migration experienc-
es — whether they were lengthy or brief, straightforward or complex, enjoyable or challenging — will forever affect their lives, the lives of their families
and those of the communities they have returned to.

The returnees shared their stories about migration and return with I0M, with the hope that their experiences could help others make an informed mi-
gration decision both if they are considering leaving their country or if they are contemplating returning to it. These are not simply stories of success
or failure — it is important to understand that each account has a strong human element at its heart.

The International Organization for Migration - The UN Migration Agency, is the leading intergovernmental organization in the field of migration
and works closely with governmental, intergovernmental and non-governmental partners. Through its Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration
(AVRR) Programmes, IOM aims to achieve orderly, humane and cost-effective return and reintegration of migrants who are unable or unwilling to
remain in host countries and wish to return voluntarily to their countries of origin.

bobao hgemgdoh mm3msag / Sanja Celebic Lukovac
IOM-abs boqdobroggemmb daboal byemddpzebgma
IOM Georgia Chief of Mission
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b0 d30mo. hgdo dggmmal 930dymamds nym Jmsgzsba
d08900. 3 fgmo goghgheom, mpmmagaomop hogosboom.
30639m0 21 o 3065380 33bmghmdoam, 356 bmgdnm
bogbmghgdgmda gogaabohomgl, 30bzgmo 6 o33 aym
dogmaob Gaomen, bobsd v39hymdmeoaam, dgbhg hzgb 9bab
3069889 ozomom, Fgbhmbo dodn bzmmeda 393000,
3Ma™ - 8d¢do.

0380960l 3emabazo8n Gmd ogahygo Losbyma o
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Loobrgmoa. @3zmal fysmmonm,  bmd ob  ©obdnbos
060360, 3owd3fysangm, 7396 Hadmzbymoaysgam, hzqgbl
bobemdn donb(3 30469dm@am.









Archil Shelia, 47 / Poti

We decided to return, at least we would be home.

| am an economist by profession, | am currently working as a head of shift in Poti warehouse. In 2015, our whole family went to Germany: my wife, my two children and |. The main
reason was my wife’s illness. We stayed there for 3 years, registered as refugees. We lived in a camp for the first 21 days, then we were provided with a temporary accommodation.
First 6 months were most difficult, before we got used to everything. Then we started the language courses; our son started school and our daughter went to kindergarten.

When we first went to a clinic in Dresden, there were some risk factors for my wife, but based on the new test results, my wife could continue her life as usual. We were told, that

she needed to do tests from time to time. Thank God she didn’t need anything. We decided to return, at least we would be home.
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0d ymgbab EbHmbE y3gmodg 3963w ab 3oblgbwgds, ™39 B3 JmsgzhEgdmes s
bgemazobl 3odgmg3b3b, ™3 3g m3obdn go3mdggdagbe.
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33bm3bmdm. 336bombgbn 306, s036d0 30yd30 o dmbysl 3m3moEn, bym 8 m3g 304930 0,
960 bm3d 8é 303mE0, gb EoE Eabimdgménb daddbaws, oé dgbdmes, G Fbpms, ¢o 3bod
3939070065, mob bz dg g0ysge obomzedho, 2063bmgmmdnl dbmomgdgdn ©sdgfym,
dogoén, 6939, 39006 3o3hghoa s Hedmazgon. Gobsg 3d73smdn, el 33bdscgomen hgdlb
0 m3bb. 0d ymabal pbhmbag yzgmedy 300z ab doblgbwgos, m3g md dnszbgdmps o
bgemagobl dodmy3bgb, hmd 35 mzobdn godmdgzdosbe.

0403y Lodpgabgobgmoi 30 b 3ymagamazed, o3 badglhgdo dsabhghgbgdws, Gmgmé
3bm300396 Agdl beogggemb adoom ©o gbgg domasb bonbdgbgbm aym hgdmgal, mydies, baas dg
5308007, 393085M©] © 33bm3hmd, 353089 30630 sEgama ok dggTmgos bogbmmep.

2019 famab 93306030 hodmzgwoo.

bergggemBo bogmbgma og 9é 9éab mzob8n, ol mzoba ddnghas - obg 933md3b.

IOM 3érmgbadal badyamgdnm dbmbgdn 930daby, 39k gbma gogyawy ©o 30yny n™AN.
sbmo 3093 @30 gmda dyozl, bdmg dysslb s 200-3g fofomag, bob 339G b, bob édyg, bob
439900 ©3 o600 obg y3gamogg@L.

03 ©abdogosd Hgdl mzobdg dogmnab an gogmgbs dmabpnbs s, Gog hadmazgea, oo
1309 39560 m3bdag gabobbyhop, ghmspgbma, Gobsg g0byhzgdwa, bmd hgdl 33003l
Bodmdogmme 3gmbgm badbobyha, bmd mzabal dgbobgs d9demmb.










Tsiuri Gandelidze, 63 / Village Bobokvati

My best memory from being away is the end of each month, when |
was receiving my salary and sending it back to my family.

| am a housewife, a widow. | have three children and a grandchild
and we all live together, | am a pensioner. When | was in Athens | was
looking after an elderly person. | stayed there for 8 months only. Not
knowing a language was a big discomfort for me. | didn’t understand
what the person wanted, what | had to do. | was not young either. | start-
ed to have health problems, diabetes, high blood pressure. | couldn’t
take it and came back. | was helping my big family with what | earned.
My best memory from being away is the end of each month, when was |
receiving my salary and sending it back to my family. That was my first
experience abroad. It was interesting for me to see at my old age, what
the life was like outside my village. However, for me there is no better
place than the place where | was born and raised. | came back in August
2019.

If a family does not have cattle in the village, the family is hungry
— they say. | bought cows with the help of IOM programme, then | sold
one cow and bought a pig. | now have eight piglets, a calf and up to 200
chicks. I sell eggs, milk, cheese. The assistance was very important for
my family. We have been better off financially since | came back. The
only thing I wish for is for my children to have jobs in the future and be
able to support the family.
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®03000b 960 36 3030, dbmmme Gomog bapyzgde s dogmnsb
bobogagmm aym, bmgmé 303980693@am gbmdsbgml dnbiyboe, o
33060m(o, dogéod 35ty dogmg 333560 30.

39680 hobzmobmobagy ogafyg dndomds mrobdn, psdbdaty.
10 Dgemo 03 m3zabda gogonadyg. mogneb gbs 86 303mEa, dbmmme
bopaE bodyzgdo o dogmasb babagamm aym, bmgmé 303900bgd@0m
96 035bgmb, 393693 39y 3oy v3m8368300.

dormnobmdsda 17 fgmafowa 30ysg0 o gbhmopgbma, Goi 30930
Podmbsmabsl, Gmgmé hogopg odgsb abg, Gmd  mazedgho ©o
3360 m3mma o6k 3bobm s gogabgnhbg dsbe.

2018-30 bmd hodmzggn, IOM 3bmghsdal pobdobgdom ©ozhgby
30867bg93ds, Gm3 dabpmps bomdnlhgdon s ©Idsqgnbablagl. Azqbo
30h®0 33093b, dmdomoag, hgdo dzoma P3mob yzgmoegghl, dg;
39bdoégon dgdmgdobrogzedo.



Genrieta Namchevadze, 69 / Village Patriketi
| didn’t speak the language at first, | only knew some words and it was very funny how we tried to communicate with each other. But soon, | learned the language.

| started to work for family as soon as | arrived in Athens. | spent 10 years with this family. | didn’t speak the language at first, | only knew some words and it was very funny how we
tried to communicate with each other. But soon, | learned the language. | stayed for 17 years and the only thing | said when | was leaving was that | could not leave the place without
seeing Lycabettus and Acropoalis, so | visited those places.

| came back in 2018. | wrote a business plan with the help of IOM. | wanted to start a greenhouse and | received the funding for it. We grow cucumbers, tomatoes. My child looks
after everything and | try to help as much as | can.
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3963560530 33yd3md dbmmogma, bmdgmdsy gznmbhe, hmd gb gho-ghoa bogzgmgbem J3gysbs sbal g3¢hm3sda...0md vé gogzndnbogdmes nf.
35306 294 3093 308980 aym o hzgymgdbaga hyhabhgma 30800 Hoggonm. gbma Jymoabgma 3030 Eog3gbdobd go3zgmgosdo.

mHOm3anmgos hozdoboom 3obhmbhygda. hodwgbndy bosmal 396 g Imgzas a3¢hmdgbn, Gmdgmdag gomogznyzebs dsnEgmoghgda. nf mbn o3
3040300, 3369 0doab fodmzgzny3obgb s boghmm ap 88889 Eagbobmpam. Jobmzgmgdag 393660 3040300, bapmai 20 3o3dwy.

39039830 3ggmb3ondals Hygbosb ghmn 33060 gogopohgm s dgbg, Gowgab hgdn dgnrnmy ggbddndgw aym, Hodmazayzebgl dxmogzgéda.
bbgo@olbgs gérm3b900l 00305650006 3309300 ymaybs o 3bemgégds. gbgs domnob bogma aym.

Agdn gm0 bym 93903ymagmdEs, 08b fodmbamaig dnbrmos 1339 @0 08b séyg dnbpms, ndwgba G8dy gogynwgm, nd Hobabzmama gyma brmd
33Jmbmo, d560658mo gb yzgmogggha.



Giorgi Bukhradze, 38 / Village Tsinandali

| wanted to leave, but | also wanted to stay. We gave up so much and
sold so many things to collect enough money for this purpose. | felt
big remorse. Was all this for nothing?

We had an acquaintance in Germany, who told us that it was one
of the best countries in Europe... that life there would be easy. Back
then, we were still using visas and we left on ordinary tourist visa. One
guy from Kutaisi helped us with arranging documents for that.

We registered as refugees in Karlsruhe. After several hours, a
bus arrived that took us to Heidelberg. We stayed for two months
there. Then we were transported and were settled in a large commu-
nity base. There were many Georgians too, up to 20 persons.

We spent one week in tents near Pforzheim Forest and then, be-
cause my wife was pregnant, we were taken to Muhlacker. We stayed
and lived with people of different nationalities. It was very difficult. My
wife was often ill. | wanted to leave, but | also wanted to stay. We
gave up so much and sold so many things to collect enough money
for this purpose. | felt big remorse. Was all this for nothing?
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dg ™3 dg3mbs, m30bl 308369000, mnhdg megdy dgbgbgmes yzgmoggha s abgz Agdn gobozgmgdgmo gobgo.

93036030980 15 Hgemo 30ys30. 3bmggbonm gdmsba 3oé, 336d 03 gobbhnm 3¢ oldmb dndydsogns. 8630l
3960 33J0bEo dogmnab a@a. mzobal goababhgbop séhg3060 daghognada badndome Hobgmaeds dg30hgéy.

2003 Pyl 3039338036 badgédbgmda. habzmawab d3bpaw 6 mgda 30dmgg bodbabyba s 11 fgma adsgg
mobdn 30d7d039.

2012 gl 3ohrggemo hodmzgoan oo 4 hgmo bodsbmggmmda goyazo.

dg 603 dggmbs, mrobl 309969300, m7hdg magdy dgbglgmes yzgmeggbn s abgg hgda gobozgmgdgma
3obo. d30mndznmgdn dyosb 1339 o 2016-80 abgg Hoggwa, do3hed 7339 domnsb godadnbs. hgda gymby
dnbms, y39moagén dgbodhgomos s 2018-3n 1306 hadmzgon. Aodmdebama anmaoc s IOM-ab 3érmgérodals
Lodnomgdam dg30dabg Hohomgdn. paa ggéds g30d3l, Jomdgol 3dhoam s 3ynam, do3sd 30mg3 330bws
3930hmmgds. 39 dabs bmaggmBn, Agdl bobmda ymabs, 8¢ 3gdadmns dab gocgdy.






Ineza Dolaberidze, 60 / Village Geguti

| thought that | was helping the family while | was away, but | found out that everything was collapsing, and | was the only one who could fix it.

| was a migrant for 15 years. | am a nurse by profession, but | haven’t worked in this field. We took a big loan from a bank. So, | decided to migrate to save the family.

In 2003, | went to Greece. In exactly 6 days after arrival | found a job and | worked for one family for 11 years. In 2012, | first came back and stayed in Georgia for 4 years. |
thought that | was helping the family while | was away, but | found out that everything was collapsing, and | was the only one who could fix it. | already had grandchildren and in 2016, |
decided to leave again, but this time | found it very difficult. | was missing my village; | was missing everything and in 2018 | came back. With the money that | collected and with IOM’s
support, | bought chicks. We have a big farm and we grow and sell chickens, but we want to expand. | want to stay in my village, in my house, | cannot live without all this.



Y60 d60AN0IMIdI 35 BILOL / 030LPOLO

3963560530 mpmmzomop hagdsboom s mamgdal 4 famo og 303bmgbgm, ggmemg dx3omds, dg 30 osbabgmalin 30ysga.mmba femal 356y
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9 Pemab 30bdsgemmdsda dg o hgdl dgmmmal o6 g3yo3d 830ma. y39emoaggén 3o m, G 30 bagobmzgmmda nym 8gbadmgdgma. 39303
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356, 309 dqds o Endonba o3l odmaghgdyma, dogbsd hgda Sbmggboam sésbpbmb dndydegas. 1baggbbogghal edmsgzhgdal 333wgg
35939 ©o3mobon o 39006 dngbgog hgdl 3obnghol. sbemes 393330 dyozl dopade, 3 femal o 306 Eaobobenbn, doghed dogmnsb dabro
bodbobnénl afhygds.









Lana Bachiberadze, 35 / Thilisi

We registered as refugees and lived in Germany for almost 4 years. My husband was working, | was taking care of the house. After four years of our life
there we decided to come back.

My husband and | didn’t have children for 9 years. We tried everything whatever was possible in Georgia. In fact, we spent all the money we had on
doctors, but with no result. Then we were advised to go to Germany for examination. It was a miracle - | became pregnant as soon as we arrived and
soon we had Gio. We registered as refugees and lived in Germany for almost 4 years. My husband was working, | was taking care of the house. After
four years of our life there we decided to come back. With IOM'’s assistance we renovated our house, but we can’t move in yet. We need time to be able
to buy furniture. This is most important at this stage. | am an artist by profession, | studied design, but | have never worked as a designer. | got married
soon after | left university and | couldn’t pursue my career. Now | have a 3-year-old child, | am a housewife, but | want to start working.
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obgmd gnmo0bBa Igmbrgyemo badembal 303bgb0 dogdsl s fobzmoedg bodpzomam smet 3gadbms.

3bmgygdbozndn gbdszs 3986 o ng gbhogmmon, Gmd dghg qmbpeda d5d78ags. dgég (g8abal Johbobadn 303nds39 13 fgma,
©9(Hd™goL 30bshnbbgdma, 3036 ed gbgs anbyhs s aghha 13d7dg30ého.

Bomglboggdn dyogws bodghdbgmda s domn obdabgdnm badbabyhag gndmay.

20090l 7 §gmn 509680 gogopeady, bob gho 89000 373magn, bab dgméag.

LoBmgobgobgmai dnhggmom 304s30, dogmasb gododnds mobalgseb sbg dmbl ymaybs, gbm Jomsddn, 73bmgbmzaba sadnsbgdal
3063dm330d0, 3033 o 1bs d59bs, bmd 7bo g3g3bmzgée?

LodgédbgmBa domnab 93¢0 Jobrmzgmas s yzgme FEImMOL Jhmdsbgmb 335630 EogwaqL. 330600 Eng Eob3gbgdals g3dmboo
©d §brmE go30mEnm yo30b Eabamgza, bomadshsme s bab Rdhomme ghmsw 3hnbmoaon.

obmo dnmonbda dgmbgnma badmbol 30867L0 dogab o Hobzmedg bodpgamaw smaé 3a30dbms.






Leli Pirtskhalaishvili, 60 / Kutaisi

I now have second-hand clothes store in Kutaisi and | am definitely not thinking of leaving any more.

| studied at what was then called a vocational technical university, | wanted to work for the post office after graduation. | worked at a rubber factory for 13 years, my job was to sort
small parts, but the factory closed and | was left unemployed.

| had relatives in Greece and | found a job with their help. | spent almost 7 years in Athens, looking after elderly ladies. It was the first time | was abroad. | found it difficult to be so
far away from my family, in a foreign city, surrounded by people speaking a foreign language, but what could | do? | had to earn my living.

There are many Georgians in Greece and everybody tries to support each other. We did not work on Sundays and we went to have coffee, to talk or sometimes we just cried
together.

I now have second-hand clothes store in Kutaisi and | am definitely not thinking of leaving any more.
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©03b396939em0 30 96 33y03L, dogsd, ndgns, (2537 0gdbgds.










Lelo Beradze, 63 / Tskaltubo
I couldn’t make any savings. | sent home whatever | eamed.

My husband took a loan for our family, so in 2004 | decided to go to Greece to work and pay the debt.
I couldn’t make any savings. | sent home whatever | earned.

Although | was very lucky and worked for very warm and friendly people, I still wanted to be with my family.
| was also thinking, that after my return home we would need some sort of income. So, | wrote a business plan.
When | left, nothing was working in Tskaltubo, which had always been an attractive place for tourists, because
of mineral water. While | was away, | kept hearing that it was becoming a popular tourist destination. | decided
to renovate an extra room in my house for tourists. | decorated it, but | didn’t have the equipment and the Inter-
national Organization for Migration helped me with that. They purchased washing machine, TV for me and many
things | needed. We do not have many visitors yet, but we hope that we will have them soon.
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Levan Chavchanidze, 44 / Poti

| was away for 9 months. The first thing | did when | came back, was
to hug my family.

Before | went to Ireland, | had a small construction company, but
the company started to have problems and | ended up with a big debt,
which | couldn’t pay. | decided to leave, work and pay everything
off. In the beginning we lived in a camp, but then we were placed in
different locations — | was allocated to a mental hospital — this was
just how we were distributed.

It was horrible! | couldn’t take it. | was away for 9 months. The
first thing | did when | came back, was to hug my family. The second
thing | did, was to start a rabbit farm with the help of IOM and | want
to keep doing this. At first, | made some mistakes, but | learned some
things as well and | want to continue working in this direction. The
small land that | have is not enough for me to grow vegetables.
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Lia Laiburishvili, 55 / Village Ruispiri

| have not thought of leaving since then. | would not be able to handle it and | don’t want to leave my husband either. We want to spend our remaining lives together.

| am a Georgian language and literature teacher and | worked as one, but then the school closed. | worked as a dressmaker in Telavi for 5 years, but the shop where | worked,
closed as well. Then we had a shop for a little period, but we closed it too and then, we found ourselves in a desperate situation. | had no choice, but to leave and | went to Greece.
| stayed there for exactly 9 years. | returned in December 2018; | have not thought of leaving since then. | would not be able to handle it and | don’t want to leave my husband
either. We want to spend our remaining lives together.

My husband is very hard-working, he works all the time. We bought bees and now my daughter is helping with that too. We have a large vineyard, Saperavi and Kindzmarauli.
We have 200 peach trees, we grow watermelons, melons, cucumbers and tomatoes. We have a large farm. We bought chickens with IOM's assistance. We also have cows.
We live in the village and naturally, we are engaged in agriculture. My husband works so hard; we only have one child, but despite the lack of help, he does not stop. We plan to
continue breeding bees, because we had good harvest this year.
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Marina Okropirashvili, 64 / Kutaisi

With IOM’s assistance we opened a greengrocer’s in Kutaisi market. | left Georgia because there were no jobs. | used to work in a silk industrial complex in the past, but everything
closed and | was left without a job.

| first went to Greece in 2003 for one year, but | returned soon for health reasons. Later, | left for 3 years and came back again. | finally went there for 2 years.

| was looking after an elderly lady in Greece.

After returning home, the thing | wanted most was to start a business with my son. With the assistance of IOM, we opened a greengrocer’s in Kutaisi market. The first time | left
Georgia was because there were no jobs. | used to work in a silk industrial complex in the past, but everything closed and | was left without a job.
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Nelly Gavazelashvili, 49 / Village Napareuli
| love people and | love communicating with them. | am also happy that they enjoy staying in my house.

| am a historian by profession, or a former historian. We currently have a family hotel business and | love the job very much, because there are new things all the time, new people
come with new stories. | love people and | love communicating with them. | am also happy that they enjoy staying in my house. | had two extra rooms in my house, and | decided to start
something new. When | came back to Georgia and decided to find a job, everybody rejected me because of my age. | lived in Athens for 10 years and, as all migrants from Georgia, |
worked hard. | worked for a French family at first, looking after two children. Then | found myself working for their friends. | always say, | have two motherlands. | love Greece, | learned

so many things there, | was very lucky, | kept meeting good people.
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Niura Nikabadze, 72 / Kutaisi

I left in 2006 and spent 12 years in Greece. Now | am back home and | have a family café — ice—cream parlor in the centre
of Kutaisi.

| left Georgia in 2006 and spent 12 years in Greece. | was lucky, | was always working with good families there. | came
back in 2018. In all my years of working, | did not have any days off. When | was in emigration, | was going back to Georgia
by bus once a month to bring money to my family and | went back to work by the same bus. Now | am back home and | have
a family café - ice-cream parlor in the centre of Kutaisi. The International Organization for Migration bought an ice-cream
machine for me after my return to Georgia. | have 7 people employed and we are thinking of expanding our business; | make
waffles myself at home and | bring them every morning. | enjoy working in the kitchen too.

This place makes an impact on the city because there are not many cafés like this in Kutaisi. People of all ages visit our
café and | think they are satisfied, which makes me very happy.

Our pizza is already popular in Kutaisi, but we want to expand our menu. We’ll see what comes out of it.




atle

Oeinks

CoNd

Fr F.'E’h' = GU B@'
3 gian
g /A\i :a” le
PizzA »

-
-



6ALOV6 ©O300)9dI 33 BILOL / LOVIL2N dMOMI3OMN

363bbmL doggnd®os, bmd bodpgabgshgem dmdahgzos Fobzme bodydomp megbdy. vdab dgbg
186m 09300336 g07mag 30 3ogbea. 3b 3g3mbs, 33pgbol 3d39mgdsl oy dg3dmgda, sbems
300093 3060, ©®3 yzgmaggbo 3gdadmos.

3bmggbooon gommmmgn g0é s sbme 393850900 330mnagnzoEnal dbsdogmagdgmo
39dm3goabmgal. dyagh dggmmy o méa 33000 -7 o 8 hemab, d0dqdoa.

dggmmg, bodfgbobme, 7338930600, ©o330L dmmnEnsda dgdomdms, dogéd dgodinégh.
Boggbymmdnm ool mnbdgmdn hoal bozhgae. Azgba dobpadnba g3odsl, bog dbgsg
393mbogmal Hysbrms, dg bymmada 30é. hgdl dggmemgl Gmd gogyggn, dg¢g 8g3ndabgo gl
bobemn. bogmoa nym 93bgme msbbal gowobps s bhmbgo sdnnmd gowssfysadg bodghdbymaa
Pobgemo, Gmd 39373030, 8dgztamzgdabs ayma o Rodmzbymaysga. 2017 Ggmb Haggeo
Pamahopbobgghnm. magnwsb 35800 373man, Gmdgmoi mmgabs aym hogsépboman, dgéyg
003930 - demdom d30emg00l dmba@tgosl 8dnm 30603mondgdwa, dogbed doaby 39¢ goggdgmo ©o
Rodm3zgwn. dnbmos Agdl mzobmab ymabo.







Nestan Davitadze, 33 / Village Bobokvati

| never thought that | would have to go abroad for work. | became more confident after the experience. | didn’t think that | was able to do so much,
but now | know that | can do anything.

| am a philologist by profession, and | am getting ready for qualification examinations. | have a hushand and two children — boys aged 7 and 8. Unfortunately, my husband is un-
employed. He used to work for the security police, but he lost his job due to downsizing. He goes to Turkey in summer during tea harvest. We grow tangerines, which is also a source
of income. | am a teacher. When | married my husband, we bought this house. It was difficult to pay for it, so | decided to go for work to Greece, to save money and come back. | left
in 2017 for a year and a half. At first, | looked after an elderly lady, who was bedridden. Then, | looked after a child — that was perhaps how | coped with missing my children, but I still

couldn’t bear it and | came back. | wanted to be with my family.
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Ozemi Aivazashvili, 70 / Village Matani

When | think about how | went through the forests and how | snuck in,
| have a hard time believing that this happened to me.

| went to Greece to earn enough money to pay for my grandchild’s surgery.

Initially, | was planning to go to Italy. | even bought a dictionary and was learning some words, but fi-
nally, | decided to go to Greece instead. When | think about how | went through the forests and how | snuck
in, | have hard time believing that this happened to me. Nobody knew that | was planning it, | hadn't told
anyone. | wanted to make a deal with someone, who would pay for my travel and then | would pay them
back. | didn’t even have enough money to get there.
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Tamar Kokhia, 28 / Tbilisi

When | was pregnant, my husband and | went to Greece.

| have a cousin there and he promised us a job, but my husband couldn’t manage it.
The conditions were very harsh, not like what was promised initially.

| only completed a high school; unfortunately, | don’t have university education. It’s still not too late for that, but | have a small child and | work too, so it is difficult.

When | was pregnant, my hushand and | went to Greece. | have a cousin there and he promised us a job, but my husband couldn’t manage it. The conditions were very harsh, not
like what was promised initially. | was seven months pregnant when we came back. With IOM’s support we bought everything - from washing machine to diapers for the child. This was
a big help, and we didn’t mess-up our documents either, which is very important.

| want to start a small business with my friend in the future. There are many tourists in the city and if we start a small café, we would probably be able to run it
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Tamar Mezvrishvili, 44 / Tbilisi

| left to provide for my child.

| lived in Paris for 4 years, then we decided to go to Germany as refugees, we heard that the con-
ditions were better there. Yet, my memories of those days are terrible. We lived together with two other
families of different nationalities in a tiny hostel. It has been 6 months since Gabriel and | returned to
Georgia. My husband stayed there. At this stage, | am definitely not thinking of going back there. Of
course, | will go to see my husband, but | don’t want to live there. With IOM’s assistance, we bought
household items. It was a huge help for my family; when we moved in, all we had were bare walls and
now we have everything we need.
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Tamar Toradze, 37 / Village Maghlaki

My husband and | didn’t emigrate with an aim to buy property or pay our debts. We have lost two children. In Tbilisi | was told that | couldn’t have more children, so we decided to eam
and save money and adopt a child. That was our goal and that is why we left.

Thank God, after 8 years of our life in Greece we had our own child. That was such a miracle that | will never be able to express it in words. However, my husband started to have
health problems. We came to Thilisi for surgery. After consulting with doctors, he went back and now he is legally working in a factory there; he also works as a waiter. My child and
| went to see him, but my child didn’t like the environment there and didn’t want to go to the kindergarten. | sent the kid to Georgia to my family members at age of 4. And now that |
have returned as well, | don’t want to leave my child anymore and lose the connection, although there might be better opportunities abroad. With IOM’s assistance | am managing a
greenhouse in my village and | look after it with my brother-in-law. | now grow coriander. If all will go well, | want to expand and have another greenhouse, where | will grow bell peppers.
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Thea Tsotsoria, 38 / Poti

My husband is a world boxing champion, but he is unemployed,
which is why we left.

In 2016 our whole family went to Germany; our youngest child
was born there. My husband is a world boxing champion, but he was
unemployed, which is why we left. We thought that as he was an
active sportsman, Germany would offer better conditions and opportu-
nities. But we were wrong. \We came back after exactly 2 years.
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m320bab 3mbabgdal 3géb go3ydgmo s fedmagn.

3hmaygbnnm 3gagmgn 306 - gnd3gmdyéal dobhogmgdgma, mydEs sbsbbdmlb dndydeges hgda bdgnommdnm. 8d70dow EabEHndyEnsdn 3d73omd
©d hgda yogab sdobogng dod3l, bmdgmag obgmobobl 8g30dabg IOM-ab 3¢remgéedal badgamgdam, 0dg@ns, gosdabmengob.

bodmgabgadgm fobzmedeg 1d9dg3060 304030, 930h™ma 2gé 0bgmalbdn dmbrs gowshysgpomn hobzme, dogésd dgég abmaboans dobhogl s 8 m3g
oj 6030@0&3. M H™MMZNMOQ 5036057@0, 306(008 mgobob 8(*)60@5’)350[) 33(4) 603363@0 ©9o 603(\033@90.

Bodg fobgmoedgy bodznmom smat daggagdéns, bowag 3gadgon dagsl Agda, dnhowa ablhdndynal 30865Lmeb s 30330bhgdam.






Teimuraz Karseladze, 38 / Kutaisi
| was missing my family, | could not take it, so | came back.

| am a teacher by profession — | am a physical education teacher, but | have
never worked as one. | am currently working in distribution and | also have my
coffee machine, which | have recently purchased through IOM’s programme.
| hope that my business idea will work.

| was unemployed before | went abroad, so | decided to go to UK at first,
but then | was advised to go to Ireland and | spent 8 months there. | went as a
refugee, but | was missing my family, | could not take it, so | came back. Since
then, | haven’t thought of going abroad. | have some plans for my distribution
business.
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9L 3560305 dogmndb dbad3zbgemmzabo gobws 1339 hzgbe bmgmabmzal,
byem bopog gdabogds babemabmgal o Bmdl boskama smo 3fg3m.

2004-30 fozgm0 ©d 7 fgma 304030 bodgédbgmBn. bym 4 m3ob8n 3338030, 353603, 3obomgmyto, smosm 10 mpabda
do0bi Eo3NmEN EobaMIggdmep. dbmmmp ghma 3306 MY 33Jmbos Eob3gbgdal, 3g 93 oy M go3ysgn o M
m20bdn ogEamEN O 30emdg98wn. 1339 ghmn Pgmaos, by hodmzgma. dobpmes, Gmd hzhnmdsabgdal domsdas godgblibs
od, beogggemdn, babmagmm-bsdgyhbgm. gmde dmdmbgdam 30ého Jomaodapsb. sbops, apn bmggmos s §3hnmdsbyddg
3936 o6 3ggdmoas (@3 Jomogdda fogagl. dogmnob dnbomps 3dal go3gmgds o IOM-0b sbdsbgdnm dg3dgmo 30wy393-
760005000 3hmdmgds ab 8énb, bmd gohma bbgabas s Joésdn 39360l gowabes dnfhgsl, dogéed gbobmm, bo ndbgds. gb
3009800 dogmnob 360d3bgmmaaba gobos 1339 hzgba bmagmabmgal, by Gomsi gdahogos bobmobmzal s dmdl baséymo

30t 3hq30.

Tina Abulashvili, 58 / Village Matani
The shop has already become very important for our village, people always need things for their homes and now they don'’t have to go far to get all that.

| left in 2004 and lived in Greece for 7 years. | worked for 4 families in total, but in parallel, | was cleaning for at least 10 families. We only had
one day off, which was Sunday. | divided that day in two and was cleaning on that day for two families. It's been a year since | came back. | wanted to
open a small agricultural shop here, in the village. We are a bit far away from the town. Yet, it’s a large village and many people cannot travel to town
for small things. | wanted to do that and | managed to, with IOM’s assistance. The only problem is that | do not own the space, so | have to pay a lot for
rent. But we’ll see how it will go. The shop has already become very important for our village, people always need things for their homes and now they
don’t have to go far to get all that.
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“gobmbdobn” ghdzs bgbhmbobl, bowsg 3dndomdme dmdmgbmor,
33603 hodmbgems dogmasb dabpms.

436030 306 o gbhoa dz0mo dyagl, 14 fmal, sdopmd gowssghysadg
bo0gédbgmdn habzmo.

2018 fgeob 39 3mizgzeo goysge wo dgig oweghyzeny bodgdome
©d30hgbamaysgn, doglsd dbmmme 4 mzom. “gabmbdeba” ghdse
babhmesbl, Lopsy 3d780mdpn dmdpmgbmo, dogbed hadmbgme
dogmaob dnbpmes. dogbgrozom ndabs, bmd hgda d30emag hgd 3396 @am
0ym 8 g3 badghdbymdn dysgws, donby bagsdmzgmmdn edbybgds
o (35003(4)360 805@90)(90. 00)360 30@05)0 bodo&)mggqymo, o:;oj@mb((fmgog\),
domasb 89360 Jobmzgmo 3bmzbmol s domn Eobdohgdnm gogngg o3
361034030l 3gbobgod, 39dwya 308b79b393353 3003064, Godo hab fadhas.

[OM 367("’6‘4’080[5 boﬂaoqygbom 5380 0306).)@36')0 3330d063, 5’)030(3
Lodyndomb 3mgbs godnazagmo.

Lodhybobrm, hgda 3bmagbos Logbome oé sbab bojsbmzgmmdn
©330b907mn, 3033 donbz dnhhgzbas hgdl boddmdmmBa 30ym, 30éy
bomoi dméb.

sbma gbho-ghm bhgbnmésbdn 3373500 mdamalbdn s 3393353 hgdn
Bodmghgdab hofghol, 83 dgdobrmgdam 33bmzghms.



Tinatin Kevkhishvili, 38 / Thilisi

“Pirosmani” was a restaurant where | sang, but my desire to come back home was too strong.

| am a widow and | have one child, aged 14, so | decided to go to Greece. | went there on the basis of on invitation letter in 2018 and then | decided to stay there for
work; | only stayed for 4 months. The name of the restaurant where | worked as a singer was “Pirosmani”, but my desire to come back home was too strong. Although
my child and my mother were with me in Greece, | still wanted to return and live in Georgia. Athens is like little Georgia in fact, many Georgians live there. With their help, |
heard about this programme, then | drew up a business plan and this helped me a lot. With IOM’s support | bought my equipment, which made it easier for me to find a job.

Unfortunately, my profession is not appreciated in Georgia at all, yet | still prefer to be in my country than somewhere far away.

| am currently working in one of the restaurants in Thilisi and | am planning to record my own songs. | am living with that aspiration.
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dg 3odnddrmms, h396ds 63335 30 Edfym Eadathzd, 3936H0d 7339 b330b ™Mb 30yd300 E goEIM3 N,
15683 fyemoom v03bgdeo.

2007 Haanb Hazgoa badghdbgmdn s 12 Hgmo ng 30ysg0. dogmasb Ganmap Hoggwn, goblbgbgdsy 3o 9 dnbos.

070 dgmsdEg 93H™dbom hoggoom. gbadgmmgda bym 9 spsdasba 30ysgom, dgbg hodmggnm gho gohgbgdedg s od ¢odwpgbady swadnsba
©533b309, 9330y3069b GowoE bghgTm bobmBn, omsdgdsedoy nd 30ys300, 396 Hhyg-hyg 30o6gm, COMdE 3o()aés damngn doEomes. badghdbgml
©d oyhdgab Gogsg dopads dpnbathg ymal, hagabzglh bog93dn o gowogznysebgl. 33 gedndobmme, h396ds bagds 30 anhym adahgs, dogésd 3339
63306956 3045300 5 goIM39Nm, 13633 Hymom s03bg0ms. v0, 396 1306 3063 ImEamEEY, Asndnébgb, 396 g 3093 3008EAb babemda 9330y3069L,
bogedmb dobdobgddn gowegaabahomgl s 3og30y3969L 396dGomyé gBsdg, GmdgmByis v30mo7bn 7bos godmbymaym.

330070 Gmd gadmhbs, gohgh s, 7370 8933639L Ladobgnmdn, o0, baag bngmgda gossgso. 12 basma 30dgdaghgm sbg s ghrma Jomn gog3zga7es
380d0, dogésd, 005, ¢ 7bws 339969, bdsbaog 30 396 300900,




Vardo Paikidze, 67 / Village Ghrmaghele

Our boat started to sink, but we were close to the shore and we managed to get out before it filled with water. | was lucky.

| left for Greece in 2007 and stayed there for 12 years. My journey was very difficult. | don’t even want to think about it. We went by bus to Turkey. There were 9 of us without
documents. Then we got off at one stop and we were picked up by several people, who took us to some ruined building where we stayed until it got dark. Then we went through forests,
there was a narrow path. Greece and Turkey are divided by a small river, we were placed in boats for transportation. Our boat started to sink, but we were close to the shore and we
managed to get out before it filled with water. | was lucky.

Those, who were behind us, sank. We were taken to somebody’s house again. We were placed in some cars in the evening and driven to the central road, where we had to wait
for a bus. When the bus finally arrived, we were put in luggage compartment in the bus. We traveled for 12 hours and one woman suffocated to death.
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3d93mbe, 7396 dogmg hodmzopmea, 353603 dmgema 10 Ggmoa dmdabgs ag gohghgdos.

2008 Pgemb badgbdbgmda Gmd fogqn, dgambs dbmmme 3 fmom. 3dbybes, bmd hgda d30mgdn 0ggbdg ©e39ygbgdnbs, gdommabo
3960038 303939, 35 M30m™b bdnomm gobsmmgos dog3l s dsmmzal 33909l dmdsgama dabpms. dgambs, 3396 Jomg hedmznpmo,
39303 dogema 10 hgmoa dmdabeos ng gohgégds. dnbzgma giodn aym gobbognmbgdam 3dady, Gmogbsog gbws d9g37gm Gowarggdl. dogmash
ddndg badbobyén ddmbo o ndal goblbgbgdsi 30 96 dabs, go@odahzgnm bmgm s0dmshbon ag. 8ok8s6 2018 fgemb Asdmzgon s IOM-al
3rmgrddol obdobgdnm dg30daby mén dbmbo, 300093 mén bdm dys3l, yzgmb 3939090 ©o 3ynoa, babpabsob ¢dgl, dofmblag. d30emgda
®00mabdo 3bmghmdgb. 35 o hgdn dggnmy, Gmdgmoag y3gmoggéda dgbdabgds, 30bm 356bnmbghgdn o ggymabal bosbbgdmeo, bog

33°d3b.
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Zaira Kandelaki, 67 / Village Tsikhesulori
| thought that | would return soon, but | had to stay there for 10 years.

| went to Greece in 2008. | thought | would be away for 3 years only. |
wanted to help my children, give them higher education. | do not have uni-
versity education myself and | wanted a better future for them. | thought that
| would return soon, but | had to stay there for 10 years. The first stage was
particularly difficult, when you have to adapt to certain things. | had a very
difficult job and | don’t even want to think about how | snuck into Greece. |
came back last year, in 2018, and | bought two cows with IOM’s support.
| have two calves, | produce and sell cheese, sometimes milk and matsoni
too. My children live in Thilisi. My husband helps me with everything. We are
both pensioners and what we have is enough for us.









International Organization for Migration Mission to Georgia
12 Tengiz Abuladze Street, 1st Lane Vake District Thilisi 0162 Georgia
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AR
)
T/

UN MIGRATION




