
HIGHLIGHTS

From 29 June 2021, IOM’s updated MigApp version — a multi-lingual global on-line platform, which serves to provide useful 
information to migrants about countries they plan to visit or reside in — is available on the Google Play and AppStore. With 
the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Norway, IOM, under its EMERGE project, customized the app to respond 
to the needs of migrants travelling to Georgia and Armenia.  With the help of the app, migrants can stay informed about 
migration services, medical issues, voluntary return, emergency and necessary contact information, and contact points for 
migrants in their countries of destination and have access to global incidents updates. Just select your country of destination, 
including Georgia or Armenia, as your location and stay safe and secure away from home.
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Dear partners and friends: with this issue of IOM Georgia’s newsletter, we bring to you our 
major achievements and most recent publications from April to June of 2021. 

IOM, with the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Norway, customizes MigApp to 
respond to the needs of migrants traveling to Georgia and Armenia

Through Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVRR) 
Programme of IOM and with the assistance of French Office for 
Immigration and Integration, the first two beneficiaries returned to 
Georgia from France. They will be monitored by the IOM Georgia office 
and will receive medical reintegration assistance tailored to their needs.

First two Georgian beneficiaries return from 
France

https://georgia.iom.int/video/iom-customizes-migapp-respond-needs-migrants-traveling-georgia-and-armenia
https://georgia.iom.int/video/iom-customizes-migapp-respond-needs-migrants-traveling-georgia-and-armenia
https://www.facebook.com/IOMGeorgia
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5wWFqcdy-nfd-3sWEjmpnQ
https://www.Georgia.iom.int
https://iom.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d4fa597accaf2bb948ef01cd&id=629d648c9a&e=a9efb261d2
https://iom.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d4fa597accaf2bb948ef01cd&id=629d648c9a&e=a9efb261d2
https://iom.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d4fa597accaf2bb948ef01cd&id=629d648c9a&e=a9efb261d2
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IOM Georgia organizes workshop on 
cooperation pathways for sustainable 
reintegration

NEWS

IOM Georgia organizes a Training of Trainers 
Course on Transnational Crime

Thirty all-terrain vehicles donated by IOM to 
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia with 
EU support

IOM installs Photo Exhibition “COVID-19 
and Faces of Migration” in Telavi, Kutaisi, and 
Batumi

At an event hosted by the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA), 
the EU together with project implementer International 
Organization for Migration have donated 30 all-terrain vehicles 
to the MIA Border Police. This transport will contribute to 
improving detection of illegal activities at the borders and 
enhance patrolling, as well as response capabilities of border 
guards.

IOM Georgia has installed the outdoor photo exhibition 
“COVID-19 and Faces of Migration” in Telavi, Kutaisi, and Batumi. 
The exhibition captures stories and hopes of migrants and their 
families in the times of pandemic. These stories remind us that 
the pandemic is borderless — people are affected regardless of 
their nationality, ethnicity, religion, or status. COVID-19 does 
not discriminate, and neither should we.

On 29 June 2021, IOM Georgia held the consultative 
workshop on cooperation pathways for sustainable 
reintegration, with the participation of the representatives 
from the Policy Department of the Ministry of Internally 
Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Health, 
Labour and Social Affairs of Georgia, the Agency for IDPs, 
Eco-migrants and Livelihoods Provision and Caritas Georgia.

On 21-25 June 2021, IOM Georgia conducted a Training 
of Trainers course on Transnational Crime for the benefit of 
the Academy of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia. 
Besides theoretical aspects, the training included several 
practical exercises on concrete criminal cases, as well as 
training delivery techniques. 

Tbilisi hosts “Strong Diaspora for United 
Georgia” forum dedicated to Diaspora Day
On May 27, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia, 
together with the International Organization for Migration 
and International Centre for Migration Policy Development 
(ICMPD), hosted “Strong Diaspora for United Georgia” — 
a forum dedicated to Diaspora Day. 

https://georgia.iom.int/news/covid-19-faces-migration-iom-installs-photo-exhibition-telavi
https://georgia.iom.int/news/covid-19-faces-migration-iom-installs-photo-exhibition-kutaisi
https://georgia.iom.int/news/covid-19-faces-migration-iom-installs-photo-exhibition-batumi
https://georgia.iom.int/news/european-union-provides-30-vehicles-georgian-border-police
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Officials of the Migration Department of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs study alternative 
measures to migrant detention
On 16 and 17 June 2021, 11 officials of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs (MIA) gathered in Tbilisi to participate in a course on 
the management of alternative measures to the detention of 
foreigners who reside in Georgia on an irregular basis and may 
be temporarily detained to secure their departure from Georgia.

At the event hosted by the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
(MIA), the EU, together with project implementer 
International Organization for Migration, have donated 
20 pieces of sophisticated equipment to the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs of Georgia. These devices will be 
deployed in the facilities of the MIA Academy and will 
contribute to the training of border control officers.

The European Union provides passport 
readers to the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
of Georgia

IOM conducts training course on intercultural 
communication
On 20-28 May, IOM organized an intercultural communication 
training course for a total of 48 staff of the Community Police, 
Patrol Police, and the staff of Human Rights Department of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs. The seminar, which took place in-
person in Tbilisi, was conducted by Mr. Calin Rus, international 
expert, and facilitated by Mr. Giorgi Chkheidze, national expert. 

IOM and Ministry of Justice of Georgia 
organize training course on offering 
psychosocial support and psychological 
consultation to human trafficking victims
On June 10-11, IOM, together with the Ministry of Justice 
of Georgia, organized a training in Tbilisi about psychosocial 
support and psychological consultation for victims of human 
trafficking.

English Language Courses for Georgia’s Patrol 
Police and Tourist Police to contribute to 
efficient communication with migrants
On 14 May 2021, IOM officially launched English Language 
Courses for the Patrol and Tourist Police of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs (MIA) of Georgia. The courses will focus on the 
language structures that will be applicable to MIA staff’s daily 
work when interacting with foreign nationals residing or visiting 
Georgia.

UN Network on Migration supports 
Georgia’s engagement in the Global Compact 
for Migration Processes
On April 22, IOM Georgia and the UN Resident Coordinator’s 
Office, in coordination with the UN Network on Migration 
Secretariat, organized the webinar “Lessons Learned, Good 
Practices, and Network Resources to Inform the Global 
Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM) 
Implementation” for the officials of the State Commission for 
Migration Issues (SCMI).

https://iom.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d4fa597accaf2bb948ef01cd&id=7f5db57c10&e=a9efb261d2
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IOM appeals for funding to extend response 
and promote recovery among vulnerable 
IOM Missions in Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia are jointly 
appealing for 7.7 Million USD to cover COVID-19 response 
and recovery needs in the South Caucasus between January 
and December 2021, in alignment with IOM’s 2021 Global 
COVID-19 Strategic Response and Recovery Plan (SRRP). 

A metal door and window workshop operated by returnee 
from Greece employs four persons.

Between April and June of 2021, IOM has supported the 
return of 295 Georgian nationals from Germany, Greece, 
Austria, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Belgium, France, Poland, 
Ireland, and Croatia. In the same period, 142 cases received 
reintegration assistance in the form of small business start-ups, 
medical assistance, vocational training, employment support, 
assistance with accommodation, livelihood and financial 
assistance to cover immediate needs, as well as reception 
assistance.

Benjamin, a Nigerian midfielder for “Dinamo Batumi,” 
discusses how his skills and talent help people realize that skin 
colour does not matter.

Between April and June of 2021, with the support of the 
European Union, IOM assisted 68 foreign nationals, among 
them one victim of trafficking in human beings. Twenty-two 
stranded and undocumented migrants from Bangladesh, Benin, 
Cote d’Ivoire, Haiti, Kyrgyzstan, Jordan, Morocco, Somalia, 
Thailand, and Uzbekistan received IOM support in obtaining 
emergency travel documents from their embassies that cover 
Georgia from abroad. Fourty-six stranded migrants returned 
voluntarily with IOM assistance to Bangladesh, Cameroon, 
Cote d’Ivoire, Egypt, India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Jordan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Morocco, Nepal, Pakistan, Somalia, 
and Uzbekistan.

STRANDED AND VULNERABLE IN TIMES OF 
COVID-19

RETURN IN TIMES OF COVID-19

IOM SOUTH CAUCASUS COVID-19 STRATEGIC 
RESPONSE AND RECOVERY PLAN

ABROAD IN TIMES OF COVID-19

PUBLICATIONS

That’s it for this issue. We will be back 
with more updates in three months.

— IOM Georgia Team

IOM activities are funded by:
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