
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project type: Emergency Response 

Implementing countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia 

Duration: September 2021—August 2022 

The project is funded by the Bureau of Population, Refugees, 

and Migration (BPRM) of the U.S. Department of State 

Target Group: 

 Migrants in irregular situations 

  Vulnerable migrants with no income and 
acute health issues   

 Vulnerable foreign students and foreign 
workers 

 Rejected asylum seekers  

Background: At the height of a severe fourth wave fueled by the Delta Variant of the SARS-CoV-2 virus1, critical needs pre-
vail among migrants in Georgia during the protracted COVID-19 crisis, deriving from the health risks associated with the 
disease, lack of information in language the migrants can understand and barriers in access to medical care and COVID-19 
vaccination. Socio-economic position of migrants in the slowing economies affected by the pandemic have further deterio-
rated as many have lost jobs, but are also unable to return to their home countries.   

Under the overall outcome of promoting migrant-inclusive response to COVID-19 and assisting migrants in vulnerable situa-
tions, this emergency response project will provide humanitarian and legal assistance to vulnerable foreign migrants in Ar-
menia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia, corresponding to the identified priorities in the region.  

Project Components: 

IOM will deliver ad-hoc humanitarian assistance services to vulnerable migrants and families in Georgia. Assistance will be 
tailored to individual needs on the basis of a rigorous eligibility assessment in line with IOM’s best practices. Foreseen assis-
tance types include housing, food assistance, non-food-item (NFI) kits, clothing, medical assistance, and legal assistance 
(assistance related to legal status, travel and personal documents, visa issues and provision of counseling on accessing ser-
vices and legal system).    

IOM will promote access to COVID-19 vaccination among foreign migrants in Georgia through a targeted campaign to encour-
age vaccine uptake filling in gaps in the State-organized campaign and ensuring information is available to migrants in appro-
priate format and languages.   

IOM Georgia will further scale up its existing risk communication campaigns addressing foreign migrants in Georgia. Fit-for-
purpose information, education and communication (IEC) materials will be developed and disseminated in appropriate lan-
guage varieties and through migrant-preferred channels, containing critical information on health, immigration, and socio-
economic concerns among the target group.   

IOM will implement an in-depth rigorous assessment of the humanitarian situation among stranded and vulnerable mi-
grants in Georgia, in coordination with parallel assessments conducted by IOM in Armenia and Azerbaijan.  

Partners: 

• NGO Rights Georgia will provide legal counselling and legal assistance to vulnerable migrants in Georgia.   

• IOM will coordinate targeted information campaigns with the Public Defender of Georgia (Ombudsman), the Nation-
al Centre for Disease Control in Georgia (NCDC), the Ministry of Labour, Health, and Social Affairs of Georgia (MoLHSA), 
and the World Health Organization (WHO) in order to ensure complementarity with existing risk communication efforts.    

• IOM Georgia will further coordinate with NGO partners engaged in the Migration Advocacy Network created in 2021 to 
promote the rights of migrants in Georgia and with other stakeholders.    
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